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Police failing to disclose in more than four out of 10 cases, says watchdog

The police failed to comply with its disclosure obligations in more than four out of 10 cases.
According to a new report by HM Crown Prosecution Service Inspectorate which looked at 1,290
files, the police ‘fully complied’ with their obligations in only 57% of cases and there was ‘partial
compliance’ in a further 37%.

According to the watchdog, prosecutors’ compliance on initial disclosure was ‘not much better than
the police’ with only 58% fully meeting requirements. "We saw limited evidence of prosecutors
identifying police lack of compliance in reviews or other notes on files, or of them feeding that back
to the police,” the inspectorate noted.

Earlier this year CPS commissioned its own review of disclosure following concerns over the Liam
Allan case and other collapsed rape trials. That review revealed that issues with disclosure had been
identified in 47 of 3,637 cases from a six week period reviewed; but only five had been identified as
such through the CPS’s own case management system.
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Our print magazine is Proof. Contributors include Michael Mansfield QC, Bob Woffinden, David Rose,
Eric Allison and lan Cobain.

Buy Proof Magazine

The latest issue (Why legal aid matters) includes Helena Kennedy QC and Martha Spurrier in
conversation, David Conn on the legacy of Hillsborough - plus how to build your own law centre.
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